THURSDAY APRIL 07 – FIFTH WEEK OF LENT [C]
"If I glorify myself, my glory is worth nothing; but it is my Father who glorifies me, of whom you say, 'He is our God.' You do not know him, but I know him. And if I should say that I do not know him, I would be like you a liar. But I do know him and I keep his word.”
Today one often hears man, also Christian men with a prominent position, who appeal to Christ Jesus, attributing their satanic and devilish thoughts to Him, which tend to justify every immorality and every idolatry and every denial to the Gospel, and, in a particular way, to the Sermon of the Mountain or to another Word resonated by the Holy Spirit through the means of his Apostles. Let us observe, instead, what Jesus says to the scribes and the Pharisees: He does not refer to a hidden or secret will of his Father, as many of these men of Church do today. He explicit refers to the Word written by the Father for Him. He observes, lives, puts into practice what was written for Him. Written by the Father, written and entrusted to the roll of the Book. Let us read the Psalm: “Sacrifice and offering you did not desire but my ears you have opened burnt offerings and sin offerings you did not require. Then I said, “Here I am, I have come it is written about me in the scroll. I desire to do your will, my God; your law is within my heart.” I proclaim your saving acts in the great assembly; I do not seal my lips, Lord, as you know. I do not hide your righteousness in my heart; I speak of your faithfulness and your saving help. I do not conceal your love and your faithfulness from the great assembly.” (Psal 40, 7-11) Jesus has received the mission and the command by his Father to fulfil the entire Law, the Prophets, the Psalms with his life and his Word. He shall turn what was written into his life. He also shall teach it to the entire world so that it becomes life of every man.
[bookmark: _GoBack]What Jesus has received by the Father as a command to live – fulfil his life – Jesus has given it to his Apostles. They too shall live each of his Word and teach it to those who have become his disciples to observe what He has commanded them: "Do not think that I have come to abolish the law or the prophets. I have come not to abolish but to fulfill. Amen, I say to you, until heaven and earth pass away, not the smallest letter or the smallest part of a letter will pass from the law, until all things have taken place. Therefore, whoever breaks one of the least of these commandments and teaches others to do so will be called least in the kingdom of heaven. But whoever obeys and teaches these commandments will be called greatest in the kingdom of heaven.” (Mt 5, 17-19) “The eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain to which Jesus had ordered them. When they saw him, they worshiped, but they doubted. Then Jesus approached and said to them, "All power in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Go, therefore, and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you. And behold, I am with you always, until the end of the age." (Mt 28, 16-20) Beginning from one’s own will and quoting Christ Jesus as foundation upon which our thought finds justification is only devilish and hellish work. This methodology is of the children of devil, not certainly of the children of God. The righteous and sound methodology of the children of God is imitating the example of Christ Jesus. He has come to fulfil the Written Word. When we remove the written Word from our life, the Christ Jesus we refer to is not the Christ of God, but the false Christ we made. And we know what happens when we make our Christ: “When Moses realized that, to the scornful joy of their foes, Aaron had let the people run wild.” (Ex 32, 25) When we make our false Christ, we are without moral restraint, moreover we justify every immorality in the name of our false Christ. False Christ, false morality, false humanity to build up.
Let us read the text of Jn 8,51-59
Amen, amen, I say to you, whoever keeps my word will never see death." (So) the Jews said to him, "Now we are sure that you are possessed. Abraham died, as did the prophets, yet you say, 'Whoever keeps my word will never taste death.' Are you greater than our father Abraham, who died? Or the prophets, who died? Who do you make yourself out to be?" Jesus answered, "If I glorify myself, my glory is worth nothing; but it is my Father who glorifies me, of whom you say, 'He is our God.' You do not know him, but I know him. And if I should say that I do not know him, I would be like you a liar. But I do know him and I keep his word. Abraham your father rejoiced to see my day; he saw it and was glad. So the Jews said to him, "You are not yet fifty years old and you have seen Abraham?" Jesus said to them, "Amen, amen, I say to you, before Abraham came to be, I AM." So they picked up stones to throw at him; but Jesus hid and went out of the temple area.
As Jesus founds his truth on the Word of his Father that He fulfils with his life and his Word, so also every disciple of Jesus – whether he lives in high places and in the lowest slums of this world – is obliged to justify the truth of his life and of his words about the written Word. Now none of such prominent men who justify immorality by attributing it to a presumed will of Christ Jesus, begins from his Word. Christ Jesus and written Word are one only thing. Written Gospel and Spirit are one only thing. May the Mother of God enlighten us.
1

